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(see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 
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I. Basis of the report 

1 . This report has been drawn on the basis of {substitute sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in 
response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to 
the report since they do not contain amendments.): 

Description, pages: 

1 -23 as originally filed 

Claims, No.: 

1-18 as originally filed 

Drawings, sheets: 

1/11-1 1/1 1 as originally filed 

2. The amendnnents have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 

□ the drawings, sheets: 
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considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)): 

4. Additional observations, if necessary: 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Boxes I- VIII. Sheet 1 ) (January 1994) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 
EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No. PCT/US99/0351 2 



V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
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1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-18 




No: 


Claims 




Inventive step (IS) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-18 




No: 


Claims 




Industrial applicability (lA) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-18 




No: 


Claims 





2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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The following defects in the fomn or contents of the international application have been noted: 
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To section V: 

The invention relates to forming and acquiring of data representing program guides. 
The program guide data comprises program guide information hierarchically ordered in 
data table partitions and ancillary information including hierarchically associated version 
numbers associated with the partitions. During decoding a processor has only to detect 
ancillary data in which the version numbers have changed in order to locate a partition 
which has to be updated. Due to the hierarchically ordered data structure the amount of 
data required for transmitting the version numbers can be kept low. 

None of the available documents discloses or renders obvious the invention. In the 
prior art it is only known to assign version numbers to particular data streams so that 
the actual version of data can be determined. Hence the apparatus of claims 1 and 6, 
the method of claims 8 and 13 and the recording medium of claim 17 meet the 
requirements of Article 33(2)-(4) PCT. 

Dependent claims 2-5, 7, 9-12, 14-16 and 18 relate to preferred embodiments of the 
invention and likewise meet the requirements of Article 33(2)-(4) PCT. 

To section VII: 

Reference signs in parentheses should have been inserted in the claims to increase 
their intelligibility. Rule 6.2(b) PCT. This applies to both the preamble and 
characterising portion. 
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been amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority 
(see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 
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It □ Priority 
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V S Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
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VI □ Certain documents cited 
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1. Basis of the report 

1 This report has been drawn on the basis of {substitute sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in 
response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to 
the report since they do not contain amendments.): 

Description, pages: 

1 -23 as originally filed 

Claims, No.: 

1-18 as originally filed 

Drawings, sheets: 

1/11-11/11 as originally filed 
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The invention relates to forming and acquiring of data representing program guides. 
The program guide data comprises program guide information hierarchically ordered in 
data table partitions and ancillary information including hierarchically associated version 
numbers associated with the partitions. During decoding a processor has only to detect 
ancillary data in which the version numbers have changed in order to locate a partition 
which has to be updated. Due to the hierarchically ordered data structure the amount of 
data required for transmitting the version numbers can be kept low. 
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